The Mexican maquila (assembly-for-export) 
INTRODUCTION
ne of the assumed reasons for maquilas also called maquiladoras (assembly-for-export companies) being located in Nuevo Laredo, as well in any other Mexican city, is because labor and other expenses are cheaper; this kind of discussions usually begins with a shared hypothesis that "low wages" are the major reason for this industry to be situated in Mexico. Another assumed reason is related to the flexibility of Mexican authorities with respect to the environmental laws application. For example, the U.S. has very rigid environmental and labor laws. Consequently, some maquilas find it very expensive to comply with such regulations, and move somewhere else to not have to comply with such laws. Thus, a combination of employees' low wages, and a soft application of environmental law could be result in increments of the profit margins for some manufacturing companies.
A maquila, is a business company which operates under a maquila program approved for by the Mexican Secretariat of Commerce and Industrial Development (SECOFI) 
O
Normally, all of a maquila"s products are exported, either directly, or indirectly. They are sold through to another maquila or a custom broker. The type of production may be the simple assembly of temporarily imported goods; the manufacture from start to finish of a product using materials from several countries; or any mixture of the various phases involved in manufacturing, or even non-industrial operations, such as data-processing, wrapping and/or packaging products [ [5] Gonzalez-Baz 1997].
The cooperative effort [ [1] Cooke 1996] flanked by Mexico and the U. S. is known by different names; the most common are: "Border Industrialization Program", "Maquiladora Program" and/or "Maquila Program". A Mexican maquila operates under a special customs regime that allows the corporation to import into Mexico dutyfree, raw materials, equipment, machinery, replacement parts, and other items needed for the assembly or manufacture of finished goods for subsequent export. The term "In-bond Industry", is referring to the fact that goods are shipped from the U.S. to Mexico and back. The name "twin plants" depicts an association between an assembly facility on the Mexican side and a smaller processing and distribution plant on the American side [ [5] 
OBJECTIVE
To obtain descriptive estimates about the employees/supervisors perceptions on the environmental risk represented by the maquila industry for which they work, located in the Mexico-U.S. border at Nuevo-Laredo [ [10] Pena-Sanchez 1997].
DATA AND METHODOLOGY
This study was carried out with a random sample of 41 employees" interviews from the maquila industry situated in the Mexico-U.S. border city of Nuevo Laredo in the state of Tamaulipas. An invitation to participate in a personal meeting (of 15 minutes in average) was extended to all maquila companies, but only some of the employees/supervisors accepted to answer our questions oriented to estimate [ 
DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS AND DISCUSSIONS
From Table 1 we can observe that the majority (80.5%) of the Maquila Industry has production quality (ISO9000) certification, but only 17.1% has an ISO14000 (environmental quality) certification. With respect to the answer "No" in Table 2A , there are 3 types of "No": The first type was a excusable No (34.1%), because the interviewed employees had no information if a fine occurred (lack of information), this category is equivalent to reply: "I don"t know"; the 2 nd type of "No" was a convincible No, (24.4%), where the employees knew that no-fines were assigned to his/her maquila company; and the 3 rd type of "No" was a conditional No (22%), when the employees were advised to not release this kind of information. Table 2B specifies "why" the fine was assigned, as well as its corresponding year. Only 19.5% of the interviewed employees were willing to collaborate with this critical information. Where, most of the fine"s cases are related to a wrong or bad waste-management. Wrong disposal and bad management of oils and dangerous wastes, which has been producing a contamination into soil and underground water
The excusable answer "No" in Table 3 , represents the percentage (29.3%) of employees or supervisors whose reply was "I don"t know"; the convincible answer "No" (14.7%) is the percentage of employees that already knew that his/her maquila had no external legal office for environmental issues; meanwhile a conditional "No" is the percentage (4.8%) of employees that were advised to not release this kind of information. Table 4 shows very similar results, where the proportion of employees that have seen an increase in the environmental number of laws since NAFTA implementation was around 56.1%; parallel to this evaluation, and according to Table 5 , an estimate of 61.0% of maquila"s employees perceives an appropriate level of application of environmental laws. On Table 6 , we can observe that the majority (65.9%) of the maquilas return their wastes to the origin"s country. Most of these wastes, (metal residuals) have an economical value. The category "Does not apply" belongs to those maquilas that do not generate wastes (for example, those companies dedicated to the packing of goods), which also applies for Table 7 , where some of the employees/supervisors (31.7%) had not idea about the existence of technical supporting programs for handling dangerous wastes. The North American Development Bank, (NAD Bank), is an American institution dedicated to support corporations in its development of environmental infrastructure. U.S. Tables 1 and 8 in order to see how these companies with a large number of employees got their respective ISO9000 and ISO14000 certifications. 
CONCLUSIONS
From Tables 2A and 2B , we can conclude that the Mexican maquila industry has been involved in four main environmental risk areas that affect residents of the border: water-pollution, waste-management, air-pollution and water-availability. Although the majority of the maquila industry (80.5%) in this border city possesses production-quality certifications (Table 1) , merely an estimate of 17.1% of such industrial-units have an international environmental-quality ISO14000 certification, and an estimate of 19.5% of these industrial units remain without any type of certification. Thus, an additional effort from the Mexican environmental authorities will be necessary to convince these maquilas about the benefits of clean-industry programs.
In Nuevo Laredo, the application of the environmental law is not completely reliable; 39.0% of maquila"s employees do not trust the application of the environmental law; this employee proportion has shown their doubts in the application of the environmental regulation. Only 61.0% of employees perceive an appropriate level of application of environmental laws; these estimates show up in Table 5 . In addition, the maquila"s labor force is in a negative gradient: The maquila industry is being affected by the high costs of electricity, hydrocarbons (natural gas, gasoline, diesel, etc.) and water [[11] Pena-Sanchez 2005] . As consequence of these high costs, they have had to reduce their labor personnel, which in combination with the fact that some bonded assembly plants have emigrated to China; this has caused the number of employees to diminish. Our 95% confidence Interval for the total number of employees at Nuevo Laredo's Maquilas: 24,480 ± 9,175 jobs (Table 8) is an estimate of the labor force for the year 2008.
The answer "Yes" in Table 3 until Table 7 exceeds 50%; then, for the majority of the interviewed maquila industry personnel (supervisors and employees), is clear that an ISO14000 Environmental Management System in combination with any risk reduction management and/or policy is the most effective strategy to prevent and minimize pollution; but, for the maquila"s owners Thus, we have arrived to another conclusion, the environmental Mexicans authorities are in a disjunctive; these authorities are in the position to require the fulfillment of the environmental laws, but the risk exists that some maquilas could emigrate to another country and then many jobs would be lost; and this is going to produce a more serious social problem than the environmental problem. If the presidents, prime ministers and representatives of developed countries agreed to reduce 50% of their air contaminants until the year 2050; probably, will be too late for many polluted regions, where the costs of publichealth due to contamination are exceeding the costs of pollution-prevention.
